
FUNDING BY ISSUE 
CHEAT SHEET

State-Administered Federal Funds that can Support Legal Aid

This cheat sheet provides a birds-eye view of populations served and issues commonly addressed by 
legal aid providers and the non-exhaustive list of state-administered federal funds that can support legal 
aid solutions. If you have questions about whether a particular funding stream might be a match for 
issues not shown here, contact resourcedesk@nlada.org.

For more detailed information about each of these state-administered 
federal funds, see The Justice in Government Project’s (JGP) Grants Matrix 
available at: https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/module-2.cfm

To read about the evidence base connecting legal aid to each of these 
issue areas, see JGP’s research briefs available at: 
https://www.american.edu/spa/jpo/toolkit/module-1.cfm
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  CDBG - Community Development Block Grant
  CSBG - Community Services Block Grant 
  FVPSA - Family Violence and Prevention Services Grants
  SOR - State Opioid Response grants 
  MGBH - SABG - the Community Mental Health Services
     Block Grant (MHBG) and the Substance Abuse Prevention 
    and Treatment (SABG) Block Grant 

  SSBG - Social Services Block Grant 
  STOP - (Services, Training, Officers, and Prosecuters)  
    Violence Against Women Formula Grant 
  TANF - Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 
  Title IV-D - Title IV-D, Child Support and Establishment of 
     Paternity
  Title IV-E - Title IV-E, Federal Payments for Foster Care and  
     Adoption Assistance 

  VOCA - Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Victim Assistance 
      Formula Grants
  WIOA - Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
     (WIOA) State Formula Funding 
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1. All of these funds have limits based on immigrant status or issue. For example: WIOA funds 
can be used for migrant and seasonal workers (Source: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/
pkg/FR-2016-08-19/pdf/2016-15975.pdf); and VOCA can only support immigrants with 
civil legal issues that are directly related to their victimization.

2. All Grants Matrix funding sources can be used for Native Americans — some have “set 
aside” funds for Native Americans. For example: 1 percent of AmeriCorps funds are set aside 
for eligible federally recognized Indian tribes and tribal organizations (Source: https://
www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/americorps-programs/americorps-state-
national/tribal); and Congress has a 3 percent set-aside of Crime Victims Fund receipts to 
improve services for victims of crime in tribal communities (Source: https://www.ovc.gov/
news/tribal-set-aside.html)
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