The Layering of Racism in Child Welfare

Plantation System as the foundation of
forced and intentional Black family separation

African American Children in the Child Welfare System

Eliminating family ties essential to maintaining the SOCIAL ISOLATION
needed to perpetuate the institution of slavery.
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1865

Family Court
established

Smith v. Allwright
Prince v. MA

Shelly v. Kraemer
Brown v. Board of
Education

Browder v. Gayle
Gomillion v. Lightfoot

Compromise of 1877

Establishes family integrity as a fundamental right
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® 1978: Indian Child Welfare Act ® 1997: Adoptions & Safe Family

® 1980: Adoption Assistance Act Act
® 1993: Family Preservation ® 2008: Fostering Success & In-
Support Act creasing Adoptions Act
® 1994: Multi-Ethnic Placement Act ~ ® 2018: Family First Prevention
Services Act

1970s Family integrity violated - Federal funding incentives to place
children in foster care

SOCIAL ISOLATION of slavery perpetuated to maintain white power hierarchy.

DEHUMANIZATION perpetuation through discrimination.
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1965: Moynihan Report
1968: Fair Housing Act

1968: End of Civil Rights
Era

1968: King Assassination

1968: Fair Housing Act

1970s: Federal funding
incentives to place
children in foster care

1992: Two Nations

2001: No Child Left Behind
2012: Trayvon Martin’s Murder
of Education 2013: Black Lives Matter

1974: Gates v. Collier 2015: Charleston Church
1986: Baston v. Kentucky Shooting

2013: Shelby County v. Holder @ 2020: George Floyd’s Murder

® 2021: January 6th Capitol
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= 1967: Loving v. Virginia
= 1971: Swann v. Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board
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Late 1970s: Critical Race
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